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people interested in and friendly toward the program and
each other.
Under the auspices of the United States Office of Educa-
tion four different kinds of communities began in 1939 com-
munity-planned programs in education for home and family
living. The communities chosen represented large and small
city, semi-rural, and rural organizations. They were Toledo,
Ohio; Wichita, Kansas; Box Elder County, Utah; and Obion
County, Tennessee.
The purpose of the program in each instance was to co-
ordinate the efforts of religious, educational, and social agen-
cies to improve home and family living. The programs,
which are still functioning, are financed jointly by the U. S.
Office of Education, the state departments of education, and
the local boards of education.
A review of certain aspects of the program initiated by
Toledo, an industrial city of approximately 300,000 popula-
tion, may serve as an example of procedure for similar types
of cities, for its program has passed the experimental stage
and is growing.
The schools have accepted the responsibility of leadership
in the Family Life Education Program although many kinds
of organizations are participating in the enterprise. Admin-
istrative authority rests with the Toledo Board of Education
as represented by the Superintendent of Schools, a consultant
of the U. S. Office of Education, the State Supervisor of
Home Economics, and the staff of the Family Life Education
Program.
The program began in a small way in 1939. A coordinator
and planning committee made a survey of community needs
and worked with the parent consultant who had been working
under the Board of Education.
The staff now consists of a coordinator, a parent consultant,
a preschool consultant, and an assistant coordinator. The
present council, which is organized democratically from repre-
sentatives of the cooperating agencies, serves as an interpretive
and prqmotional body. The council, with members of the